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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
To have been in existence for forty years is a real achievement, and The Friends of Leamington Art Gallery celebrated the fact at its December meeting.  We were delighted to have welcomed the Chairman of Warwick District Council and the Mayor of Leamington Spa.  A magnificent cake helped us to celebrate and the evening was memorable.  We were pleased to have present our President, David Barby, and Hilary Bostock, our first Chairman.  The thanks expressed to Molly Carless, our first Honorary Secretary, made us realise how much we owe to her and others like her, who toil behind the scenes to arrange interesting events and facilitate the running of FLAG.  The Committee may take the decisions, and the Members may turn up to the arranged meetings, but we must never forget the voluntary hours of letter-writing and telephone calls without which the events could not come to fruition.  For example, Maureen Townsend has already arranged our meeting dates up to December 2009!  So let us take this opportunity to say a big “Thank You” to all who have contributed towards the administration of FLAG, often without special recognition.  Special thanks are due to Lyn Buckle and her helpers who co-ordinated and arranged the Anniversary event.
To commemorate FLAG’s special anniversary, a presentation is to be made to the Art Gallery and Museum.  Our relationship with the Gallery has become even closer of late, and our members are more often called on to help in the staffing of special events.  If you would like to be involved in this way, please mention the fact to a Committee Member.

We hope you will like the 2008 events and that you will support them.  Please remember that you are encouraged to express your views as to what future activities you would like to see and that if we hear nothing from you we shall take it you are content with the sort of arrangements we now make.

As I write this, the weather is wet and raw; in fact it is very similar to the 2007 summer, except that there are no leaves on the trees and it is cold!  So, roll on this year’s spring and summer, and please make every effort to support our forthcoming events.

GRAHAM E. COOPER

Chairman

40 YEARS!

On Thursday 20th December,  we celebrated  with  a special evening.  Our guests were  The Chairman of Warwick District  Council  and his wife, the Mayor of  Royal Leamington Spa and his wife, our president David Barby, and  Founder Chairman, Hilary Bostock. 

We were shown 2 pictures, by local artist Tessa Beaver, which had been donated to the Leamington Spa Art Gallery and Museum by David Barby to mark the occasion. 

Our speaker for the evening was Maggie Cotton, who entertained us with tales of the CBSO. 

Our 40th Birthday Cake was cut by  Hilary, and flowers were presented to her and to Molly Carless, Founder Secretary. 
Don’t forget to check our website (www.friendsofleamingtonartgallery.co.uk) for more photographs.
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GALLERY NEWS
EXHIBITIONS

The OPEN 2007 exhibition ran from 24 November 2007 – 13 January 2008 and the Art Gallery & Museum staff would like to thank FLAG for their contribution to the prizes.  The winner of the OPEN award was Graham Chorlton for his canvas, Hotel Minerva, 2007, while the People’s Choice Award went to Annabel Rainbow for her textile Warwick Museum 1 – Decay, 2007.  The exhibition was a popular one and was an excellent demonstration of the high quality of work being produced in the West Midlands. 
The new exhibition Domestic Idylls: Clementina, Lady Hawarden will open on 25 January with the preview on Thursday 24 January.  The exhibition includes a selection of works from the V&A Museum collection of work by the pioneer woman photographer Clementina Hawarden (1822-1865).  Her enchanting studies explore an intimate world of Victorian womanhood and this exhibition marks a revival of interest in her work.  The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of events, including a talk by V&A Curator of Photographs, Marta Weiss at 6pm on Thursday 7 February.  The exhibition continues until 6 April.

COLLECTION CONNECTION

This month Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum is introducing a new addition to the programme called Collection Connection.  Every month a local personality will be invited to choose their favourite exhibit from the permanent displays at Leamington Art Gallery & Museum including objects in the fields of fine art, crafts, sculpture, local and social history, archaeology and ethnography.  For the duration of the month the chosen exhibit will be highlighted with a caption explaining who selected it and the reasons for their choice and the selected work or object will be the subject of a Friday Focus talk. 

Councillor Chris White, the Portfolio Holder for Culture at Warwick District Council, was the first to select his favourite exhibit as part of the Collection Connection programme.  He chose a Leamington Spa Railway Poster by artist Ronald Lampitt which appealed to him because it is a fine example from the Golden Age of the Railway Posters in the 1920s and 1930s.  The poster will be the subject of the ten minute talk presented by Tammy Woodrow on Friday 25 January 2008 at 1pm.  In February FLAG President, David Barby, will be selecting his favourite work from the collection.

40th ANNIVERSARY ACQUISITION
It has been suggested that a work by the potter Edmund de Waal would be a suitable acquisition to mark the 40th anniversary of the founding of FLAG.  De Waal’s distinctive and evocative work is influenced by that of Lucie Rie and Hans Coper.  He is concerned with the ‘handmade’ and is also interested in the ways in which ceramics are displayed and the ways in which juxtapositions can trigger memories.  De Waal’s current work stems from an interest in the relationship between ceramics and architecture.  He has exhibited widely, but his first major solo show took place recently at mima (Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art) 10 August – 11 November 2007.  This exhibition investigated the ways in which his work can be interpreted differently when placed in different locations.
Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum has a number of ceramics and glass so a work by Edmund de Waal, with its link with installation art, would be a wonderful addition to the collection.

Chloe Johnson

Senior Curatorial Officer
Talented FLAG Members

We thought FLAG members would be interested to know that the OPEN 2007  People’s Choice Award went to Annabel Rainbow who is a member of FLAG and another of our members, Tania Pavlovna, also had a picture in the exhibition.
We enclose details of our spring trip with this newsletter.  The summer programme is being planned at the moment and will be out with the AGM details in March.
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